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*Make complete sentences for questions with asterisk.  Work in Collaborative Learning groups of 3 or 4, with a recorder, reporter, and reader/facilitator.  Turn in one sheet representing a consensus of the group: ________________________________________________   

1)  Shrapnel tells the story of Bing Butler, an opinionated, self-absorbed older man who finds both grace and self-understanding through the course of the story.  The story itself is couched within the paradigm of Joseph Campbell’s journey of the hero, with the separation, journey and return with knowledge becoming the driving narrative dynamic of the book.  What parts of Bing’s story fit this paradigm? a)________________________________________, b)________________________________________ c)___________________________________________________.

2) What event or adventure at the beginning of the story serves as a metaphor for Bing’s journey or a preface to the dramatic events of the book? _______________________________________

3) *Where would you place the wild episode Bing took with his two bar-mates, Ricky and Johnny Ray, within this framework of the journey, and explain its importance to Bing’s understanding?
3) Bing discovers that almost every assumption he has made about his family and life in general—particularly those assumptions that have engendered his own prejudices—turn out to be false.  What assumption did he make about West Virginia that would have to be rethought? ____________________________________

4) What assumption about his granddaughter Reenie turned out to be false? _________________
5) What was the revelation he learned about his new friend Ellen Foley? ________________________  How did Bing reconsider Ellen by the end of the novel? ____________________________

6) What revelation about his dead wife Barbara did Bing discover as he searched for her recipe for corn pudding? ______________________________________  After his initial disillusionment and hurt, what understanding about Barbara does Bing finally come to? ______________________________________
7) What understanding does Bing come to about his son Roger who died in Vietnam as a young soldier and about his own attitude during the time toward Roger? __________________________________________
8)  *The denouement or dramatic turning point in the story occurs at the birthday party that Bing’s daughter Suzie and son-in-law Glen have for grandson Brian.  Why and how does this dramatic event unfold?  Explain.
9) *How exactly is Bing changed at the end of the story, from the self-satisfied old fellow setting off for West Virginia at the beginning of the tale.  Come to consensus about all the ways he is different?

10) If the object of the journey of the hero is to have the hero conclude his quest with some kind of knowledge gained, what specifically might that be for Bing? _____________________________________              Bonus 5pts. Explain the meaning for Manilla’s title for this story, Shrapnel.               
